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the complete re-establishment of his temporal sover-
eignty as it had existed before all the wars, which,
ever since the Revolution, had changed the whole
face of Europe. Stranger still, by a curious exchange
of positions, which almost seemed like a punish-
ment, it was now Napoleon, who after violently
wringing from the Pope so many sacrifices, was re-
duced to wondering whether the Pope would receive
this present from his hand. He was justified in his
doubts, for Pius VII. refused it."

The Holy Father received M. de Beaumont with
his usual kindliness, but told him that he could not
enter into any negotiations, because the restoration
of his States, being a mere act of justice, could not
become the subject of any treaty, and that besides,
whatever he should do outside of his own States
would seem the result of violence, and would be an
occasion for offence for the Catholic world. "All
that I ask," he went on, " is to return to Rome as
soon as possible. I have need of nothing, and Prov-
idence alone will lead me back. It is possible that
my sins make me unworthy of seeing Rome again,
but you may be sure that my successors will recover
all the States that belong to them."

What had been the upshot of the conqueror's at-
tempts on the Eternal City? He had succeeded no
better in Rome than in Spain. This hardy gamester,
who had been so successful at the beginning of his
career, failed at every point the moment that his luck
left MBS. The construction that he had reared at